
Economic Impact Study Of Dog 

Hunting in West Virginia 2007  

 Economic Impact Study of Organized Dog Hunting in West Virginia. Number of 

Participants in Organized Raccoon Hunt Competiton; Organized Rabbit Hunt 

Competition; Organized Squirrel Hunt Competition; and Organized Bird Dog 

Competition. There are three major licensing bodies holding competition events in 

W.Va.  

The United Kennel Club, (UKC) headquarters in Kalamazoo, Mi. The Professional 

Kennel Club (PKC) headquarters in Portage, Mi. The American Kennel Club (AKC) 

headquarters New York, N.Y. The figures in this Economic Impact Study are based 

on the following facts. 

1. A. There are 1203 licensed kennel club competition events in W.Va. Each year. 

With an average attendance 25 participants per event. There are 30,075 

participants each year in W.Va. 

B. Entry fees to participate  

In event @ $ 20 $ 601,500 

C. Gasoline Purchased @  

$ 60 per entry $ 1,804,500 

D.Food purchased to &  

From event @ $ 20 $601,500 

E. Motel Rooms @ $70 (1 in 3 will purchase a 

Motel room) $ 701,750.00 

F. Hunting supplies  

Purchased at event (bulbs, collars, ect) 

@ $ 10 $ 300,750.00 

G. W.Va. D.N.R.  

Hunt permitts @ $ 5 $ 6,015.00 

The total Impact Study  

Related to organized 

Competition events $ 4,016,015.00 



  2. The number of participants who pleasure hunt raccoon , rabbit, birds, 

squirrel, and bear with dogs. It is generally accepted that “Pleasure Hunters” 

out number competition hunters 3 to 1. There are 245 dog hunting clubs in W.Va., 

with an average of 28 members per club. This would indicate there are 20,580 

pleasure hunters using dogs in W.Va. This would indicate a little over 374 dog 

hunters per county.  

 A. Dog food purchased 

(average 4 dogs per  

hunter @ $110 per dog) 

@ $440 per year $ 9,055,200.00 

B. Veterinary care @  

(average 4 dogs per 

hunter @ $100 per dog) 

equals $400 $8,232,000.00 

C. Gasoline purchased @ 

$3.40 per gallon  

30 gallon per week training  

& hunting  

$109,156,320.00 

D. Fire arms purchased @  

$60 per year ( a $300  

Firearm purchased 

Every 5 years) $1,234,800.00 

E. Ammunition @ $20 per year $ 411,600.00 

F. Dog hunting supplies @ $530 

Per year (examples: lights $200 

Boots $ 100 , Dog transport box  

$400 every 5 years = $ 80 per year 

Clothing $ 100, miscellaneous, 



Collars , leads , ect. $ 50 )  

$ 10,907,400.00 

Total Economic Impact related  

To Dog hunting & dog training  

$ 131,588,520.00  

  

3. A. Hunting licenses @ $ 26 $535,080.00  

B. A Dog tracking system  

& 4 tracking collars $875 

( buy one every 5 years) 

Equals $ 175 per year $ 3,601,500.00 

C. County Dog head tax  

$4 Per dog $ 329,280.00 

Total economic impact of  

Pleasure dog hunting &  

Dog training in W.Va. $136,054,380.00 

Plus  

Total economic impact of 

Competition Hunting $ 4,016,015.00 

equals  

Total Economic Impact 

Per year of Dog Hunting, 

Dog Training, and Competition 

Hunts in W.Va. $140,070,395.00 

  

This amount is as follows 



One hundred fourty million, 

Seventy thousand, three hundred 

Ninety five dollars. “Per year” form Dog Hunters, Dog Training & Competition Dog 

Hunting. 

The Federal Governments economic impact results for the state of W.Va. For 

hunting and fishing was $ 800,000,000.00 per year 

The Dog Hunters economic study indicates  

($ 140,070,395.00) per year.  

The dog hunters produce 17.43 %  

Of the total Economic Impact generated by 

Hunting & Fishing for the state of W.Va. 

There are 55 countys in W.Va. 

This means each countys average 

Income from dog hunting , training & competition hunts. 

Would be $ 2,546,734.55 per county per year. 

 Other important consideration; Major completion coonhound events are a major 

source of revenue , for businesses where events are held. Here are 2 such 

examples: 

Autumn Oaks (UKC) licensed event each Labor Day week end in Richmond Ind. The 

event draws 600 night hunt particpants and 300 bench show participants in the 2 

day event. The Wayne County Tourism Bureau sets the economic $ 5 million over a 

five year period. 

Winter Classic (UKC) licensed event held each January in Albany Ga. The event 

draws 550 night hunt participants & 200 bench show participants. The Albany 

Chamber of Commerce sets the Economic Impact @ $ 1.2 million per year for the 

two day event. 
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